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PHONETICS
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p

DEFINITION OF PHONETICS
onetics is the seienti dy of the production,
Phonetics is the scientific study o0 135;.3 s

transmission and reception of speech sounds.
the medium of spoken language. Touching upon

physiology and physics, phonetics is now a pure scier&:g 1)
rocesses, including thel,gn_g%orgx,;-- i

that studies speegﬂ{gr ces; ) Fre
neurology and pathology of speech, the articulation,
description, classification, production and perception of

speech sounds. It looks at speech from three distinct but
interdependent viewpoints: it studies the speec!\? organs,
which produce sounds of language; it studies waves, the
physical way in which sounds are transmitted through
the air from one person to another, and it studies the
way in which human beings perceive sounds through the

medium of the ear.

Phonetics studies the defining characteristics of all
human vocal noise, and concentrates its attention on
those sounds which occur in the languages of the world
In other words, phoneticians try to study how the various
organs of speech—the lungs, the larynx, the soft ]?ﬁ c,f n
the tongue and the lip—function in the production oi‘

46
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5',Et;p?1 ' They alsp attempt 1o off, L

descriptions _uf_\'arnmg sounds by tleqs:ibiflrtlill:lam'w
S”"“""'m“."‘hﬂ_'; o ““d--_.thf phonatory and aﬁipufatila;
processes involved. Acoygtie phoneticians examire the

physical nature of sounds and a
with the help of instruments. nalyse the speech wave

\_,/’Bmﬁheﬂ of Phonetics

. Thg study of phonetics can be divided into_three
main ranches ACOUiTlC,) (AUDITORY) and
&

&{\RTICULATORY)

1) .
Acou(stic Phoneticﬂ.)

((AFOUSDC phonetics is the study of the physical
properties of speech sounds such as frequency and
amplitude in their transmission. Acoustic phoneticians
analyse the speech waves with the help of. instrumentsy
they attempt to describe the physical properties of t
stream of sound that issues forth from the mouth of a
speaker. f“'}'

It is in the field of acoustic phonetics that the most
striking developments have taken place since the Second
World War. Complex sound waves produced in speech
can be analysed into their component frequencies and
relative amplitudes JConsiderable progress has also been
made in speech-Synthesis. Acoustic analysis has
confirmed (if confirmation was needed) that speech is not
made up of a sequence of discrete sounds. Th
articulatory features of rounding of voice, of nasality, of
obstruction and of friction can also be identified
acoustically. Acoustic phonetics has achieved a good deal
of success in matters of vowels, but regarding consonants
it has not reached final conclusions.

Am:zpry Phonetic{3)

Auditory phonetics is the study of hearing and the
perception of speech sounds. It studies different anditory
impressions of quality, pitch and loudness of sounds ) The
auditory classification of speech-sounds has not yet been
carried to a decisive phase. At the present time,
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phonetics can be regarded as being made up of two main
branches: articulatory and acoustic phonetics.

In a book like this, it would not be of any
significant use to go into the details of acoustic and
auditory phonetics. The results of acoustic and auditory
phonetics need very minute observations and great
scientific and technical expertise, and are several times
puzzling. These branches use instruments which cannot
be used easily outside a laboratory, and cannot be
transported successfully from one place to another. Hence
the easiest approach to observations about speech is the
traditional and most common approach of articulatory
phonetics and we shall be dealing with it in great detail.

[ N Articulatory Phonetics [ ¢ MDaxt |

F Articulatory phonetics recognizes that speech is

produced by some kind of sound-making ap[;’ii't"ﬁius inside

the human body/and that specific sounds may be related
(C(" to specific movement of the apparatus| Hence it is the

study of movement of the speech organs in the
articulation of speech. Speech is produced by the
movements of the organs of speech—Jungs, larynx, soft
palate, tongue teeth and lips. The knowledge of the
organs of speech, their relation to each other, and the
way in which they are used in speaking provides a sound
basis for the classification of sounds of human languages.

AN N

\/THE STUDY OF PHONETICS

Phonetics is the scientific study of the speech
sounds of a language. It deals with the production,
transmission and reception of speech.

A knowledge of phonetics is a must for a teacher of
English. This knowledge enables him:

(1) to acquire a correct pronunciation.

(2) to give a true description of the sounds of
English and how they are made.

(3) to point out the mistakes in the student's
pronunciation and help him learn the correct form.

N -0
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lish from those of

(4) to differentiate sounds of Eng

the 111{_)”1(‘1" tongue.

) pﬁnn?ii(‘ Transcription and its Valye

English 18 n¢ .
’m_(i' |§ Zli ”w’t a ph'ﬂn(‘llt' Innguagn, (.o the sound of
aw s not the combination of the various s ; “{
‘ A SOUNNs o

the letters constituting the word. It has boen well.<aid
X o 1A 4L el-S001

the spelling of a word in English is not a true guid
‘ * uide

prununcinlinn. to ils

The difficult :
y with English i

<tand for more tha inglish is that some letters
i  different q hian one sound. The letter a, for example
l: ‘Scchndl- i ?;.I;;ds in able, about, at, after, want, all,
Tﬁ‘n}: sound );5; liflerent combinations of letters yield the
. k‘f—‘ﬁ: key f )} example, we have the same vowel sound
I." \ % l'tt vel, f1ed seize, people. Thirdly, there are
certain letters whu"h are silent in certain words as b in
dumb, d in debt, | in calf ete.

~As the spelling of a word in English is not the true
guide to its pronunciation, we need the help of other
symbols to indicate pronunciation. Such symbols are
called phonetic symbols, each symbol standing for one
sound only. '

The value of phonetic symbols or phonetic
transcription is that it enables us to read accurately the
ronunciation of a word in the dictionary such as the
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of English by A S
Hornby and others and Everyman’s English Pronouncing

Dictionary by Dantel Jones.

Received Pronunciation (RP)

While learning a language, it is necessary Lo know
the correct pronunciation of words used in that language.
But as prununciatiun varies from region to region, 1t 1S
difficult to decide which variety of the language is correct
one. So, one may learn that variety of the language which
" has the widest acceptability. In the case of English the
Southern British  pronunciation has the widest
acceptability and it is the speech of the higher educated.
This variety of English is also known as Received
Pronunciation or; for short, RP, as it is received well all
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over l":llElﬂl"ld It

hroadcasts.
‘honetic Nph“bEt

) etwe 1
In English c-u,-rvs:pnndl :1:8[:?'10"”"" 1on. The same
' 3 a rat T
and their spellings l:l\,"'il e rent olaces. ¥iie. raicn

letter sounds differen o became fixed in the sixteenth
- watem be ' . ‘

is that the spelling system 2% won changing since
century, nl“:""l!h pronunciation . l)I‘j{ ;] ‘:t‘:ugdqg it is
then. So. while learning the Eng !Stl ;-:ut‘h .ﬂq th;:
absolutely necessary to use @ seript suc §

Fad A t. in which each symbol

International Phonetic Alphabe i
represents one and only one sound. e |
explains the symbols used for Enghﬁh sounds.

English Pure Vowels. [NL.onm-tn.on

Ordinary Phonetic
Number Symbol Spelling Transcription

(IPA)

International I on sounds of words

-

| fil tree tri:
2 il hit hit
3 le/ set set
4 lae/ bat baet
5 /a/ harm ha:m
6 /o/ pot pot
7 2./ all 2
8 w/ put put
9 fu/ mood mu-d
10 IN hut hat
11 /a/ girl gal
12 /al admit ad/mit
Englishm
Number Symbol Ordin.ary Phonetic
i iy sp:;'y ing Transcr.iption
14 fow/ S5 =
15 fai/ fly e
16 i e flai
17 oi/ s hau
‘ Loi
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Ordinary Phonetic
number Symbol Spelling  Transcription
18 [ia/ near nia
19 eo/ fair feo
20 lua/ poor pua

Englis Conso s,
Ordinary Phonetic

Number Symbol Spelling Transcription

l p pen pen
9 b bet bet
3 t tea ti:
4 d dress dres
5 k kind kaind
6 g good gud
G f fine fain
8 v very veri
9 0 thin Bin
10 d this dis
1 s see sl
12 B zeal zicl
13 f ship - Jip
14 3 leisure le3
15 tf chit tfit
16 d3 jem d3em
18 n nine nain
igy=. 1) song ol
20 | like laik
21 r red !‘Ed
99 h heat hitt
23 w wide waid
24 N yes jes

Note: In Received Pronunciation (R.P), 't’ is not
pronounced when it is in the final position or is followed
by a consonant. Its sound, therefore, is not given in
phonetic transcription.
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g

The Organs of Speech  vocal organs
Ans. Figure | shows the various ¥&&
HARD PALATE

,__sﬂ-r'l' PALMTE

[~ UYULA

BACK OF THE
TONGUE

\mt CORDS

Fig. 1. The Organs of Speech

BLADE —/

FRONT OF THE TONGUE

The energy for the production of speech is provided
by the air-stream coming out of the lungs.

Th? ocal Cords

he air released by the lungs comes up through the
windpipe and arrives first at the larynx_JThe larynx
contains the vocal cords which are like small lips
projecting ‘rom the sides of the larynx and connected [
with muscles so that they can be brought together and
placed edge to edge in the middle of the air passage (see
Figure 3) or be drawn apart leaving a wide opening
b]etween them (see Figure 2). This opening is called the
glotus.

air is forced between them, they vibrate producing a
musical sound{The sounds produced with the vocal cogrda
vivrating are called voiced sounds ap those produced
with the vocal cords not vibrating are called voiceless

sounds/
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t""L"Hl.‘"::ll:‘ldl.'gftl‘;:i';|ﬂlmw the larynx is a space behind the
space is called P;hr-!g up F}f{r}\{grtlﬂ the nasal cavity. This
and Projecting il‘ll:.]. th Jix !\t_lhe base of the tongue
MNap which serve e pharynx is the epiglottis, a small
arvnx, S to prevent food from falling into the

Ihe Palate

The r )
the nlvpnlnu:f';r"{ the mouth is divided into three parts.
eeth ridge just behind the uppor teeth;

rh”bmﬂt‘eli):lll;r:l; :;htl;ru.ﬁufl alate or the veluny. The
e : < ween [-! h . r
can be felt casily with a ﬁ“gelr e hard and the solt palate

l]lrml;;llrel.';]n;t Irjl?}'c::;w frﬁh"f be_ lowered to let the air escape
breathing. This positi Sy normal position in
ie. i, tinl Position is used for making nasal souns,
Wl. t'h 4 i English. Figure 4 shows the position
s e p_alate 1S lowered and the air passes through
the nose. Figure 5 shows the position of soft palate for
oral sound, when the soft palate is raised and the air

passes through the mouth.

A small lobe of flesh hanging loosely from the
centre of the soft p » is callediuvula/ It is not used in -

the production of any sou nglish.
R -
H

The Teeth v l
The two upper front teeth are used in making /6/
and /7/ sounds in English. If the lower front teeth are

missing, it wi 1 ' '%ke sounds such as Is{, {zl.
The Tongue " P

The tongue is one of the most in}portant .‘“{MI‘: of
cech. It has the greatest variety of movement, 1t 1S
3§eful to think of it as divided into three parts. When the
at res rghopposite the teeth ridge is
ladé ing called the |

s i
| B gmving the

lé different shapes, : _ it up or ﬂnttgm\g
it out, and by raising or lowering ifferent parts of it, we

pO G
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PHONETICS

figure. This will facilitate his des viption of English
vowels).

Fhe English pure vowels are described below
M EA g o\

according to:
“T) length, ; .
A) o height of tongue,
~Tini)  part of tongue which is highest,
“hv)  posihon of lips,
Av) opening between the jaws.

No. 1 N/, the sound in see, key, tree.
- —— —
(1) “length, long vowel;
(i1) #“height of tongue: nearly close:
(1) = part of tongue which is highest: the front;
(iv) ~position of hps: spread”
(V) opening between the jaws: narrow to medium.

No. 2. A/, the sound in bid, sit, pin.
(i) length: short vowel,

iy height of tongue: nearly half ¢loze:
(i r)/ part of tongue which is highest: the hinder

part of the front:

(wy position of lips: spread.
be 41 (v) opening between the jaws: narrow to medium,

A/
No. S(dufef the sound in get, led, tell.

(i) . length: short vowel;
(113/ height of tongue: mid-way between haif-close
. and half-open;
ity part of tongue which is highest: the front;
 (iwy” position of lips: spread,
2T (v) pening h{atwéen the jaws: medium.
No.* f

ae/, the sound in bag, hat, lad.

(1) length: short vowel,
(ii) helght of tongue: mid- “way between half-open

« o, and-open;
- (iii) _part of tongue which is h:gheqt. the front;

r

.-."
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(iv)  position of lips: spread,
(v) , opening between the jaws: medium to wide, :

Sour

No. 5. (a7, the sound in pass, fast, hard

(I) length: long vowel,
(1) height of tongue: fully open;
(it} part of tongue which is highest: the back;

fiv)  position of lips: neutral,
(V) opening between the jaws: mf'dmm to wide.

No. 6.( 2 !d:»’ the sound in dog, not, top.
(1) length: short vowel,
(11} height of tongue: fully open:
(11)  part of tongue which is hmghest the back;
tiv)  position of hips: open hp-rounding,
) opening between the jaws: medium to wule .

W
(A 9’)0/ the sound in all, short, form. p

(1) length: long vowel;

(1) height of tongue: between half-open and open;
(i) part of tongue which is highest: the back;
(iv) position of lips: between open and close lip-

rounding;
(v) opening betveen thp jaws: m&dmm to fairly

59 wule .

& 8(—9'.&1} thesoimdmbook pﬂgcmk e _—_

(i) length: short vowel; 7
(ii) h&lghlt oﬂﬂnﬁne, jllﬂl ﬂﬂﬂw-' ]
(iu) art of tongue w
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(v)  position ltl'illis [ﬂ:;ﬁ;rllll-r{nlflﬂitfﬂ.
: V) openming het ween the jaws: narrow to medinm
No 10 A/ the sound in cut, love, flood. not .o Wt
i) length: short vowel; |

() hewght of tongue: h

- all-open; 2 7ot
(i}

part of ton hiel s
~ ongue which is highest: the I( e parl
of the back: ® Sy

posittion of lips: neutral:
J Iy ) i i PV 3
oF V) opening between the jaws: wide

(] ¥

 f
Y Ka' W, ,
No. 1119l “/ad, the sound in girl, learn, term.

() length: long vowel;

() height of tongue: little below the half close
position;

(i) part of tongue which is highest: the central
part;

L1y

(v)  position of lips: neutral;

W ot (V) opening between the jaws: narrow.
A_J ] A ‘( Z__,..} J' ] -
No. 12 /a/, the first vowel sound in admit and the

second vowel sound in lemon.

(1) length: very short vowel;

(i) height of tongue: mid-way between the hall-
close and half open, -

(iii) part of tongue which is highest: the central
part;

(iv) position of lips: neutral;

(v)  opening hetween the jaws: medium,

Description of English Diphthongs

diphthong may be defined as a vowel which

“ changes its quality in the course of its production: it
begins as one vowel and ends as qnqthqr. It is on account

of this reason that a diphthong is indicated in phonetic

transeription by writing two symbols, the first Sﬂmb}?l

showing the starting position of the tongue an the

second symbol showing the final position of the tongue.

Scanned with CamScanner



d ] I

-

B . N AR

58 N AN AITROACILTO '?‘*"-'.U';Hiﬁ
Diphthongs are of two types
“11)  celosing and
(2) centring
(1) A diphthong 1s called a ththay,

when the movement is towards the closer I"“'“”'”' of 1
tongue. If this movement is small, the dipht l;'“ir ‘w callig
narrow: but if the movement is large, the « 'l‘l'"!“"'llf I8

called wide. See Figure 8

(2) A diphthong is called a centri L
when the movement is towards the centre of tle tongrue.

It will help the student immensely il he keeps in
mind the position of various dipht.hqng in the ahoye
figures. This will facilitate the description of English

diphthongs.

The English diphthongs are described  below
according to:

‘1) type of diphthong:

wii)  position of tongue;

“fui)  position of lips:

(ivl  opening between the jaws.

No. 13 /ei/, the sound in age, day, 35‘::“
(r)  type of diphthong: closing narrow:
(i) position of tongue: the tongue starts in the
position for vowel No 3 fe/ and moves
towards No. 2. /i/:

(iti)  position of lips: spread and more open at the
start then at the end; '

(iv)  opening between the Jaws: medium at tl
start becomes narrow towards the end.

No. 14. " /ow, the sound in go, low, foe. _'1 '8
(:) type of diphthong: closing narrow; g

(1) position of tongue: the tongue starts just

below halfe Se position and moves townrds

vowel No. 8wl . !

=
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(i) position of lips: unrounded in the beginning,
slight rounded towards the end,

(V) opening between the jaws: medium at the
#_start becomes narrow towards the end
No. 15, /av/, the sound in cry, buy, type md
(1) type of diphthong: closing wide;

(1) position of tongue: the tongue starts at the

fully open position and moves towards vowel
No. 2. //;

(i) position of lips: neutral to spread;

(1v)  opening between the jaws: wide at the start
and then becomes less.

No. 16.  /aw/, the sound in out, cow, now.
() type of diphthoi,: closing wide:

(i) position of tongue: the tongue staris at the

fully open B?Silinn and moves towards vowr .
No. B, fuf;

(iti)  position of lips: neutral in the beginning and
weekly rounded at the end;

(iv)  opening between the Jaws: wide at the start
o5 e Ide then becomes less,
No. 17. /i, the sound in boy, toy, oil.
(i) type of diphthong: closing wide;

(i1)  position of tongue: the tongue starts near the

back halfopen position and moves towards
-vowel No. 2. /i/:

(iii) position of lips: open rounded at the start and
" neatral at the end;

(iv) opening between the jaws: wide at the start
’nnd then becomes less

_ . fia/, the sound in dear, fear, clear.
() typeof diphthong: centring diphthong;

(i) position of tongue: the tongue begins with /i/
Aand moves towards lal, v L. |

(iii) position of lips: neutral; ',' H N
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(iv) opening hetween the jJaws narrow i Stagy

v ¥
nd then increases

i Y
er Iﬂ "")'t

(iy type of di
sition of tongue the

ir, fair, dare

dn ha
a/. the soun « diphthong;

phlhmlg. cenltring |
tongue starts at negy

v the half-open position an'! then Moveg
towards vowel No 12. /a/,

‘i) position of lips neutral o

(ivi  apening between the jaws: farly wide

yiour.

No Hﬁ)[ﬂ '33 the sound in poor, sHTE,
f diphthong centiing diphthong,

mgue starts in the
8. /w/ and moves

fi) typeo
(it position of tongue the
position for vowel No :
towards vowel No. 12./3/;
position of hps: weakly rounded at the
beginning, neutral at the end;

opening between the jaws: medium in the

beginning and then increases.

liv)

w'}"%;scrigtinn of English Consonants
,4}" A Consonant may be defined as a sound in which
q(""'k the movement of air from the lungs is obstructed as a
- result of a narrowing or a complete closure of the air

There are 24 consonants in English.

passage.

v,.- 'i’ﬁi'

ié © PLOSIVES OR STOPS-—
0 \PJ}B There are six plosive consonants in English

. >
are the sounds formed by means of a complete ¢l .} |
ﬂ;f the air passage, which is aflerwards released suddenl
Bilabial Plosives /p, b/, :
These are the sounds used, for example, at
beginning of pet and bet respectively.

I The air passage in the mouth is closed | ’
fpsand the soft palate is raised to shut G_Ebtiamm R

passagn. :
L ? When the lips are opened, the air sud
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escapes from the mouth

making an explosive sound

vibrate for A but not for /p/
Alveolar Plosives /t, &/ .

3 The voecal cords

These are the sounds used

bepmnming of fo and do T exE, -

1. The air pPassape
tip of the tongue o 1oy
the solt palate

2. When the longue is removed from the teeth

rlf]]_{[f. lllt'_nlr Flld(lt‘nl}' escapes '.Il'l'”'lll:h the mouth
making an explosive sound

15 completely closed by rising the
ch the teeth ridge and by raising

g ¥ . Al r{_"i \;',j" '-F(?D o
l! r]‘[‘ ’ﬁ'“[‘i‘l con ']5 \Il.ralﬂs r“r h.l.* l“]l n“l rf]f fU E p-mbj

Velar Plosives /k, g/

']‘_hr.-se are the sounds used, for example, at the
beginning of kind and good.

1. The air passage is completely closed by pressing
the l'lﬂt‘k of the tongue aganst the soft paiate and by
raising the soft palate itself

2. When the closure is released, the air suddenly
escapes through the mouth making an explosive sound

3. The vocal cords vibrates for /g/ but not for /k/ vetg
. — e i

FRICATIVES —

There are ten fricative consonants in English. These
are the sounds formed by narrowing the anr passage to

such an extent that the ngein escaping produces audible
friction voice¥SS yoice

S
Labio-dental Fricatives /f, i? o
These are the sounds used, for example, at the
beginning of fine and vine respectively.
1. The lower lip is placed lightly against the upper
teeth.

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage.
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7 When the air is forced ont, there "‘”“ hissiy,
noise in the case of /f/, and a buzzing noise ' the case of
g

4. The vocal cords xjbrate for /v/ but not lor /7.

\5 ]

L..
Dental Fricative /0] &/ 1
These are the sounds used, for example, at the
beginning of thin and this respectively

1. The tip of the tongue is placed behind the uppe,
teeth touching them only lightly.

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the naggj
passage. |

3. The air escapes through the narrow opening with
a hissing or buzzing noise.

4. The vocal cords vibrate for /&/ but not for /6/,

Alveolar Fricatives /s, /v

These are the sounds used, for example, at the
beginning of so and zo0.

1. The blade of the tongue is brought very near the
teeth, so that it leaves only a very narrow space for the
air to pass through

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage.

3. The air escapes through the groove along the
middle of the tongue with audible friction.

4. The vocal cords vibrate for /z/ but not for /s/.

Palato-alveolar Fricativeg" I, 3/

These are the sounds used, for example, at the
beginning of shop and middle of leisure.

1. The blade of the tongue is raised towards the

hard palate with the tip usually about level with the
teeth ridge.

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage.

3. The air escapes through the narrow :
audible friction. 8 | passage with

4. The vocal cords vibrate for /3/ but not for /1.
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Alveolar Fricative /r/ -

I'his is the initial sound in rose.

1. The tip of the tongue is somewhat close to the
teeth ridge.

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage

3. The nir. escapes between the tip of the tongue
and the teeth ridge.

4. The vocal cords are made to vibrate.
Glottal Fricatives /h/_-

This is the initial sound in hay.

1. The glottis is open and there is no obstruction in
the air passage.

2. The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage.

3. The sound of the breath of it passes through the
open glottis and mouth is that of /Iv/.

4. The vocal cords do not vibrate.

NASALS .~

There are three nasal sounds in English. These are
the sounds formed by a complete closure in the mouth
while the nasal passage is open.

Bilabial Nasal /m/
This is the initial sound in my.

1. The mouth passage is completely closed by the
lips.

2 The soft palate is lowered to allow the air to
escape through the nose.

3. The vocal cords vibrate.

Alveolar Nasal /n/~
This is the initial sound in no.

1. The mouth passage is completely closed by
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| rainst the teet)y .. i
pressing the tip of the tongue agains th rigg,

2. The soft palate is lowered to allow ),

My 0
escape through the nose

3 The vocal cords vibrate.
Velar Nasal 1)/, ~

This is the final sound in song

L. The mouth passage 1s complete

ly closed b
rressing the tip of the tongue

agmnst the sofl Pﬂ|ﬂl;_=_ y

2. The soft palate is lowered
escape through the nose

3. The vocal cords vibrate.

o allow the g, to

AFFRICATESY

There are two affricate sounds in E
are the sound formed by means of a com
the air passage which is afterwards rele

Palato-alveolar Affricate itf, dz/»—

These are the s

ounds used, for examnple, at the
beginning of ehild and Jem.

nglish. These
plete closure of

ased slowly,

1. The air passage is completely closed by raising
the front of the ton

Bue towards the hard palate and
raising the soft pala

2. The sound is produced by releasing the closure
slowly.

3. The vocal cords vibrate for /d3/ but not for A/,

LATERAL, v
Alveolar Lateral N1/,

There are two varioties of I/: a clear A/ which is
used in initial positions and before vowels and i/ as in
life and silly; a dark A/ which occurs in final positions or
when /V/ is followed by a consonant as in mull, mind.

1. For both types the tip of the tongue is pressed
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pHORESS==
apainst f”fl; tm'lIh‘ ”sﬂ" But there is a difference in the
shap€ "” “:‘ '"r'“” ody of the tongue, For ‘clear’/l/ the
5 ] | . v -
fron! ,”_,11. tllt;l \ T::*;:* ‘l!s raised towards the hard palate. For
dark /1 ‘ € DA : of the tongue is raised towards the soft
palate (see Fig. 21 and 22)

i ' q ? " M

2. The soflt palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage.

3. The tongue is contracted sideways and the air
pscapes at the side of the tongue.

4. The vocal cords vibrate.

SEMI-VOWELS .

gi-labial Semi-Vowel /w/ .
This is the initial sound in wine.

I. The back of the tongue is raised towards the soft
palate as in vowel /u’/. '
2. The soft palate is raised to shut cff the nasal
passage.
3. The lips are rounded.
4. The vocal cords vibrate.

Palatal Semi-Vowel /j/»

This is the initial sound in young.

1. The front of the tongue is raised towards the
hard palate, is an vowel /i/

9 The soft palate is raised to shut off the nasal
passage. 2

3. The lips are spread. ) W
4. The vocal cords vibraty i

THE CONSONANT CHART

The chart accompanying shows at a glance all
English consonants. For example, if we want to know
about /f/,- we find that it is a voiceless labio-dental

fricative. Likewise, /d/ ia a voiced alveolar plosive.
\
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THE ENGLISH CONSI( INANTS

Where made (Place of obstruction)
- R e i e = =
'Bi-labial| Labio- | Dental _>_¢no__= Palato Palatal _ Velar ‘
\Lip dental | Teeth | Ridge Alveolar | Hard | Soft Palate | Glottal
How made | ip Teeth Tip Tip | Back of Ridge | Palate Front
(Nature of Lid Tip Front
obstruction) . | ‘ B
| i ‘ _ _
- _
PO m 2 £ 3 |
BRI IEAERI R R
>>|>|>|>>>|>]| > u_._u._v_!v_v_v.u.-
] _ _ ﬂ o
Plosives plb t | d k| _
Nasals — m — | m I I
Ficatives - § {® | Shg ettt ry s -
s |z
Lateral = 1% __ |
Affricales | | ) 3
b ‘ _ h
Semi-vowels g=x _ J !
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/ phonemes
‘gpeech’ 18
ol distinct

in simple

. From the scientific point of view,
rntlﬂldl‘l"ﬂl‘.l to h!‘ made up flrom a h“n]ln‘l‘
sounds. These sounds are called phonemes
words, a phoneme is a t]lsi.lncl-!:lwvrh sound, although
P]mnutﬂﬁﬂ become united to form words in the stream of
speech. '

=
Every language makes it own selection from the

sounds which are possible. No language uses all of them.
pnglish has two types ol phonemes: (a) Vowel Phonemes,
and (b) Consgnant Phonemes. ™ _Rore 7

X

v LY | R AT t ' :
Here a word of caution. Do not confuse the number
of separate phonemes with the number of letters used in
a word. The following examples will illucidate the
distinction between phonemes and letters:

(i) C.hnL { Letters -4
"N A3 Phonemes - 3
— L L 948 stlers D
(ii) Cheap. { Letters
' 2 3 Phonemes 3 )
STRESS 5 M

Stress is the degree of force with which a syllable
or a word is uttered.

Stress is crucial in English pronunciation. It can be
called a grammatical devise in spoken English. In

English, a part of the meaning of a word depends on its
stress; it (stress) serves Lo mark the function of words in

spoken English.
Most of our students learn English grammar from
books that is why their sense of stress remains

undeveloped. To give due weightage to each syllable as
we see it written is to often distort the word from its

standard pronunciation. English words are pronounced
with one dominant syllable while the other syllables tend

to get squashed and reduced.
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b o q‘-; ress. Word stress shows _'.'.'hlnl, syllab)q "
“md.' .”r'[j are stressed, e.g. 'useful is slrosge
syllables ph rill :rhh- mistake is stressed on the Secon
the firt ::},,,;t,; has 8 primary stress on the third syllﬂhlé
'ndm"lnmi:':.I-n'.V stress on the first syllable. (The Prima
:;:':'HL T::Fir;di:rniml by placing a vertical st.rpke aboye the
%yllahlp, and the secondary stress by placing a Vertie)

» below the syllable,
stroke htinu:_ 4 y

Sengeﬁ’_geﬁgress. Sentence stress indicates what |
words in a sentence are stressed. Look at the fnlluwing

paragraph:

John is my 'friend. He "lives in ‘Lahore. Hig fathe,
is a ‘teacher in a 'school. John 'visits me every 'montl,

In this paragraph we find that certain words are
stressed whereas others are not. Generally Noung,
demonstrative and interrogative pPronouns, main verhg,
adjectives and adverbs are stressed, whereag Pronouns,
prepositions, hel ping verbs, con Jjunctions are not stresseq.

(h) Examples of some stress Patterns of
simple words.

There is no simpl
word in English. The best way is to listen altentively ¢,

Here are some examples of stress patterns of simple
words:

(1) In two syllable words, there is a tendency to
stress the first syllable for the noun and the

second syllable for the verh. Some words of
this nature are:

(@) Confljct (Noun) conflict (Verh)
(b)  Conviet (Noun) convict (Verh)
(¢)  Present (Noun) present (Verh)
(d)  Insuly (Noun) ' nsult (Verb)

In Pakistap, there ig a wide-spread tendency to yge

the verb stregg even for the n / :
avoided. ouns. This practice must be
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(1) The adjectives also follow the same stress
pattern as the nouns:

record | compact

(111) Nnh'vc En;:_lish words tend to place the stress
on l‘_(‘ -l‘-'f!ﬂlt‘ word and to maintain it there
TN L] [
even if 'Prefixes’ or'Suffixes’ are added:

(a) man  manly manlike
(b) stand standing outstanding
(iv)  Nouns and adjectives ending in "ian” and "ity”
are stressed on the third last syllable:
(a) grammarian utilitarian
(h) majorily X inferiority
(vl Nouns ending in "phy", "thy", “try”, "ney”, "gy”

and "any" indicate stress pattern on the third
last syllable:

philosophy | geology |, tendency
(vi) Adjectives ending in “al” indicate stress on
the third last typical syllable:
typical | logical
(c) Sentence stress in English

In English speech, some words are stressed and
others are not. In normal speech all nouns, demonstrative
and interrogative pronouns, main verbs, adjectives and
adverbs are stressed. The pronouns, prepositions,
conjunctions, helping verbs are not stressed.

Look at the following sentences:

1. It'sa’door. -

2.  'Take a 'book out of the 'bag.
3.  The 'dog is a 'faithful "animal.
4
5

'Where are you 'going? g .
5. 'Bring me a 'pencil.
6. 'When will she 'go? - :

Sometimes, a word which is normally

a sentence, is stressed when we want to lay
it. That way the meaning of the whole sent
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Look at the following sentence:

He is my 'friend.
e word friend is stressed. But

in normal speech, tl ‘
in the sentence, the meaning

if we stress other words
changes as follows:

(Ie, not the other fellow)
(Why do you deny it ?)

(Not Aslam’s)

'He is my [riend
He 'is my friend.
He is my 'friend.

Weak Forms in English

In English speech, some words are stressed anpg
others are not. In normal speech all nouns, demonstratiye
and interrogative pronouns, main verbs, adjectives ang
adverbs are stressed. The pronouns, prepositions
conjunctions, helping verbs are not stressed. These wordé
are said to have weak forms. The following is the detailed
list of words which have both strong and weak forms.

1. Pronouns
Pronouns  Strong Form Weak Form
me /miy/ /mi/
(similarly:
we, he she)
us /ns/ /s, s/
you fju/ fju, jof
I fjus/ fjus, ja/
thein foomm/ /dom, am/
tha; loaet/ ldot/ :
who fhu:" fh.u' uj ‘4 ]
2 Verbs | |
8 Verbs Strong Form - Weak Form|
. Wiy o e
 are | f:; .Y
. T "‘_' ’ ,{H = |
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Verbs
was
were
have
has
had
can
could
shall
should
will
would
do
does
must

3.~ Prepnsitions

Preposifions
at
for
from
of
to

4. Conjunctions

Conjunciions
and

as

- but

or

than

— T

yk('d@

71

Strong Form
Iwoz/
Iwa/
Maev/
/haez/
'haed/
/kaen/
/kad/
/[ael/
/fud/

Iwil/
/wud/
/du/
dnaz/
/mAas/

Strong Form
/aet/
o/
/from/
fav/
/tu:/

Strong Form
/aend/
laez/
/bat/
fa:/
/Oaen/

Weak Form
/waz/
/wa/

/av, av, v/

fhez, oz, z, 8/
/had, ad, /
/kan, kn/
/kad, kd/
/Jof, 8l, I/
/Jad, [d/
/al, I/
/wad, ad, d/
/du, do, d/
[daz, dz/
/mest, mas, ms/

Weak Form

/at/
/fe/
/fram/
lov, of
/tu, ta/

Weak Form
fand, an, n/
laz/
/hat/
lal
foan/



(s 1
erl ,
6.« Articles.
Articles  Strong Form Weak Form

a lev/ le/ :
an /nen/ fan/ '
the /o /i, da/

62" Some other words
Words Strong Form Weak Form

some /sam/ ' /sem/
there /ote/ loa/

75 Weak form of negatives

The word 'not’ most often has stress and g
pronounced /mot. A weak form /mt/ occurs in :
contractions, namely: e

N :4 '.‘ 1 N

can't /ka:nt/ doesn't /dvzant/ hadn’t haedng
couldn’t kudnt/  did't didnt/  mustn’t fmasmer
shan't ffaint/  isn't fiznt/ mayn't /n
shouldn't /fudnt/ wasn’t /woznt/ mightn't
won't /wount/ aren’t /ant/ needn’t |
wouldn't Avudnt/ hasn't haezny/

don'tount/  haven't haevny
It is normal to use the weak

words is uaed; ~ " L"ish. The strong form |
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weak .l'nrmatinn_q_ This is done mostly to avoid delay and
m.h.];‘\ﬂr;- 8 grl("ﬂtur speaking rate, That is why we
emphasize only a fow syllable/words {4 soritenide &b the

expense of the others. The .
: ' rﬁsu“. 18 ¥ ¥ {
weakening, the phenomenon of

The weake
process. Most fr
determines the

mng of !he word forms is a relative
equently it is the phonetic context that
changes words undergo in connected
speech. In many cases the retention, dropping or
compression of an element is a matter of speaker's choice;
the natural rate of articulation of a speaker has much to
do with the patterns of his speech.

Rhythm g

When we speak, we stress some words and do not
stress others. In normal speech all nouns, demonstrative
and interrogative pronouns, main verbs, adjectives and
adverbs are stressed. The pronouns, prepositions,
conjunttions, helping verbs are not stressed

'This stressing and unstressing of certain words in
English has given to it a rhythm of its own.

Listening to an English sentence, we are aware of
what one writer has called a regular series of peaks and
troughs, i.e. stresses occurring, at regular intervals,
almost like beats in music with unstressed syllables,
many or few, between them, spaced out or crowded in,
whichever is necessary to preserve the regular drum-beat
of the utterance.

English is a stress-timed language which means
that the stressed syllables occur at equal intervals of
time. In other words, each stress group in a sentence is
given the same amount of time. (A stress group consists
of a stressed syllable together with any unstressed
syllables which may follow the stressed one).

Look at the following sentences:

1. "Whatdoyou ‘'wantmeto 'do?
2. 'Whatdoyou ‘'wantto = 'do? .
3. 'What do you 'want ‘done .?
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4
In each of the above sontpnu-sl ”ﬂ:“‘k“”‘_thrt
stress group, each stress group 15 to 'r!_‘”:;-::llﬁ:‘:; m lhE
same amount of time. In sentence one ! Htrﬂaa
ressed syllable an

group ‘what do vou consishing of a st .
. 4 W .ql' b

two unstressed ones is spoken in the same amoung o

1

de ?
time as the single stressed !)'"“hl" do ? In Sentence
the stressed group ‘'want me o t"'.kp‘q as much timg
spenk as want to in sentence 2 or wanf in sentence 3

i
—

INTONATION

Intonation is the tune, the melody, the musije-op =

“speech. When a person speaks, he does not say Bve
word on the same note. There are changes of pitch, thar’
i nse and fall of voice. The study of these changeg 2}

pitch is called imtonation.
f,irii.nnalinn shows the speaker’s mental attityde. The

word, wes,
exclamation, of as a question, depending on inln;mtiun
W . - . i
(yimson defines intonation as “the variations which

take place in the pi Ice i
' pitch of the voice in connected eech
" . i & . - : s
:'- 4 the variations in the pitch of the ltﬂusiut:*aulp y
produced by the variation of the vocal cords.” -

Gimson divides the functi ' | i
mamn categories: (a) necenmal,oan:dna;? t:é?—:ﬁ:r::lut:lm-
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( essentinl part of oral ex

8o relnted ﬂ-::t.tlre_sg
non-experls to percej
they are [(two

emphasis

A the pitch of voice undergoes frequent change in
ordinary speech) But if the nature of speech is
ull't‘lﬁlﬂﬂ_‘ﬂf}' or highly emotional. it n|“:;,vq foltows thn'l
there will be greater range in intonation_ i o

In ordinary conversation, we have two levels of

intonation, \\Tiih a rising pitch of voice, we get rising
mtonation; with a falling intonation |

1. Falling lntnnatimt r the Falling Tune

In the Falling el J(there 15 a faely high level
pitch_on the first stressed syllable, a slightly lower
kveidenthemest, and 50 on dews-a descending scale till
the last stressed syllable, on which the pitch of the voice
falls to its lowest normal tong)}This type of intonation
may he(presented by the line /.

- 75

Pression. Stress and intonation
‘?“" 1L is not always possible for the
b '\("thu tlr::_l.uu-tmu between them. But
separate  thinps and demand equal

The Falling Tune 1s used in:

(i) Statements; as,
My name is Hamid.
I am twenty years old.
(ii) Questions, beginning with a question word;
as!
What's your name ?
How old are you ?

(iii) Commands; as,
Sit down.

Stand uy

(iv) Exclamations; as,
What a beautiful picture !
How nice !

i . er does not
y) Question tags, when the qpeakeg oes not
: expect the other person to disagree with him;
as, '
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16 .
today. THARLE :

It's Sunday
You're on 2 holiday,
n or the quing Tune

Rising Intonatio
= of descendi
Tune there is a s¢ ries 0 ing
In the Rmmﬂq}l;:‘hlﬁ i the Falling Tune, but
d t:\.” able! This type of

steps on stresse Y st stross
pst stres 4
there is a rise on the iy the line /

intonation may I:E(rnprewn
The Rising Tune 15 used 1n :
(1) Q'ueshons that can be @
‘no’; as,
Are you leat

Was he hurt ?
when the speaker seeks an

(ii) Question tags,
information or does not necessarily expect the
other person to agree with him; as,

| You'll visit Lahore, won't you ?
2 You're not very rich, are you ?
Parts of sentences which lead on to sumtlﬁné

else; as,
I went to Rehan'’s and he wasn't ]
He's gomg to England but sha mg

nswered with ‘yes' or

ing tomorrow ?

Th"' Wiﬂl’m Iﬂien]ﬁ
face in learning English i ?EMW
mmmuwith s el
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depending upon which word is stressed A Pakistani
mother tongue does not observe such distinctions.

o [5? ;_)iﬂ'i(‘llllies with intonation: The intonation
of hnulusu_ 1S nlﬁn_thﬂon-nl from that of the mother
tongue. It is very difficult to learn it

It .h“"".: I."""‘ rightly said that whereas it is easier to
master individual sounds in English, it is very difficult to
master the stress, rhythm and intonation patterns.

(6) Difficulties with rhythm: English is stress-
timed language, that is, the stressed syllable in English
occur at equal intervals of time. It is very difficult for the
learner to master the rhythm of English as his own
language is syllable-timed. |

(7) Difficulties with orthography: English is not
a phonetic language, that is, the pronunciation of a word
1s not the combination of the various letters constituting
it. Consider the words knife, enough. The spelling of an
English word is not a sure guide to its pronunciation.

How tq’_—wve these j_i_ﬂ"_i_culﬁe} ?
The difficulties of pronunciation can be overcome by
attending to the following points:

1. ~Importance of the teacher's model

The importance of the teacher’'s model can hardly be
over-emphasised. The pronunciation of a student cannot
be better than that of his teacher as the student learns
pronunciation through imitation. It is for this reason that
in certain countries the best teachers of English are
entrusted with the responsibility of teaching the
beginners in language. As such the teacher of English
should ensure that his own pronunciation is good. He
should listen to the English programmes over the radio.
He should look up the dictionary in case he 1s in doubt
about the pronunciation of a word.

2. Model of pronunciation to be followed.

There are some educationists who hold the view
that we should aim at teaching the Received
Pronunciation (R.P.). (R.P. is the pronunciation of
Southern England. It is used by B B.C. and is taught in
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["ll'hl' -.{'}HH\I_‘: in r'.ll':iﬂ”li 'I I..*" }’{t : ' " - ’ I :Th[ur]
| . -+ 4 l , t r1 r'j -t‘TT 3 . | LI' tld
‘I." II;“IIF.! I]l"'l-'ih _i, ‘J’ lf\ b

|
i fh
r th vl th'“ufi[H i1
because 1t enjoys thi wid

3, Emphasis on pronunciation. N
Stress has to be laxd on ”w_ ,.[n;,hmﬂ of
ronunciation. This 18 specially so 1n the early .C}n‘qgﬂ.‘!
| n once the habits of wrong pronunciation Arp
very difficult for the students to get yig
form the new opeg

hecause whe
formed_ 1t wall be
f those wrong habits later on wnd to  chass
It is for this reason that the teachers whose

sronunciation is good should be asked to teach the
heginners classes in English.

i. Teaching difficult sounds.

The difTicult sounds for the student are thosge that
do not occur in his mother tongue. Such vowel, diphthnng
and consonant sounds should be listed at the hcgirmjng
of a lesson

The following steps should be followed in teaching
the sounds that are new to the student.

(i) Step 1. Production of the new sound by the
teacher. The teacher speaks a number of words
containing a new sound. This provides sufficient ear
training to the students to recognise the new sound."The
students are also told the position of various speech
organs in producing the sound. For example, in producing
‘w/, lips are closely rounded. as in whisthng. In producing
v/, the lower lip is pressed against the upper teeth.

(ii) Step 2. Production of the new sound by
students. Students are asked to speak the words
containing the new sound after the teacher

(iii) Step 3. Presentation of minimal pairs. As

some sounds are likely to be confused wj

shm!ld be presente_d In minimal pairs. (A n?iln?rtr?:lr;a'::il:eiz

a ;lmr of wort_iq which differ from each other in one sound

g:.d Y, the position of the sound remaining the same, e.g.
. bad, good, god) First th mise

e students | :
the two sounds and then to produce thee;:f.n SR

Scanned with CamScanner



79

_1”11_:5“_'5“""_ :

iv) Step 4. Testi ‘
| (1 ol pd 1""‘“"3- 'he teacher speaks a word
i ‘ Spo; e
‘,m,-*-r,pmulmg word from the other column '

5. Using audio-visual aids

‘\Ud]”'vlslml aids such as linguaphones, tape
recorders, radio, television and lanpuage ]“1,.,..;'_;“ 'rt!,”.l
also be used profitably for feaching prnnum'i'v:u”n}r T'ht'
students FIY. listen to linguaphones and l'rn:w pﬁwirln
them ear training. The students can also hsh:n to tapes
for stress, rhythm and intonation and get their own i
rp['”l-rl[‘d ~Senior  students can improve their
pronunciation by listening to the radio or watching
programmes in English or television.

TYPICAL QUESTIONS
1. What is phonetic transcription? What is its
significance?

2. What are the different organs of speech?
Discuss the part played by each.

Define a vowel. Give a brief description of each

3.
English vowel. |

4.  Define a diphthong. Give a brief description of
cach English diphthong.

5. What is a consonant? Give a brief descripltion
of each English consonant ?

6. What is stress? What is the difference belween
‘word stress' and ‘senlence siress’™

OR

"English is a stress-timed language.” Discuss.

7 What are weak form in English? Why are they
used?

8. Whatis intonation? Explain the different lypes

of intonalion by giving examples.

9.  What are the mosl common difficulties with
Pakistani students in acquiring correct speech
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